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Fifteen years after he first came to Cyprus, an
UNFICYP staff member returned for a five-month
stay with the Force and found that much had
changed in that time. In and around Nicosia, the
spread of concrete and asphalt and denser traffic,
mobile phones beeping everywhere, a booming
stock market... Water shortages remained the same
or worse, but efforts were starting to confront the
situation, whether through desalination plants or
an undersea pipeline... There was now at least
some evidence of a desire to preserve some green
space; the precious Akamas and Karpas areas were
potentially threatened but still mainly intact.
Fortunately unchanged were the tantalizing smells
of sheftali and kebabs on the grill, the jasmine-
scented evenings, the friendly greetings of
"kalimera" or "günaydin"...
Of course, the returning staff member found a
smaller Force than before - but it was still success-
fully performing its tasks in the buffer zone. Some
of the flags were new, but the spirit of cooperation
and good humour among soldiers, police and civil-
ian staff of all nations composing the Force
remained alive, as it was in the mid-1980s.  The
unmanning of some posts along the Green Line
had eased tensions and reduced dangerous inci-
dents. While the Cyprus problem had outlived the
20th century, there were now signs that through the
effects of the EU and Greek-Turkish rapproche-
ment, there may be a better chance of reaching an
agreement if the necessary will is there.   
The staff member was glad to have had the oppor-
tunity for another stay on the island.  Best of all
would be to return again to a Cyprus whose people
will have found the way to a settlement, a Cyprus
where UNFICYP will no longer be needed.

Charles Gaulkin
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T
hey lined up by the hun-
dreds and then by the
thousands - Greek and
Turkish Cypriots, giving

samples of their blood.  At the
Ledra Palace, on both sides of the
Green Line, and in Greece, Turkey
and England, people were respon-
ding to the need for bone marrow
transplants to help two children
afflicted with leukemia: a Greek
Cypriot, six-year-old Andreas
Vassiliou, and Turkish Cypriot
Kemal Saracoglu, 12.

The large number of potential
donors was necessary because the
odds of finding the right match
were estimated at about 30,000 to
1. While they await results of the
blood tests, the boys are under-
going treatment abroad - Andreas
at a clinic in Texas, and
Kemal at a hospital in
London.
The campaign was ini-

tially launched by the
Karaiskakio Foun-
dation in Nicosia to
find a marrow donor
for Andreas, and the
plight of Kemal was
revealed later on.  After 

t h e y
s a w
media reports about the cam-
paign, Turkish Cyp-riots
offered to participate. They
joined Greek Cypriots in giv-

ing blood at a bicommunal youth
festival in the Pergamos area, and
then UNFICYP provided a blood-
sampling location at the Ledra
Palace in the buffer zone. More
than 400 Turkish Cypriots came to
be tested at the Ledra Palace,
including political leaders Serdar
Denktash and Mehmet Ali Talat.
Blood donations continued later in
north Nicosia.

As members of both commu-
nities joined in a common effort to
help Andreas and Kemal, politi-
cians and media on both sides wel-
comed what one paper called "the
outbreak of generosity" which
opened a bridge of communi-
cation.

(According to late reports, pos-
sible marrow donors for Kemal
may now have been found.)

"%&��' &(�)��' �*(+��,
��(��%�(�%"��(����

FOR ANDREAS AND KEMAL,
THE HOPE OF HEALTH

While donors gave blood samples, the Bicommunal Choir sang at
a Youth Festival near Pergamos

Kemal
Saracoglu

Andreas
Vassiliou

Seeking the right
bone marrow:

thousands were tested
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The Force Commander during the medal presentation

The second parade at Soli amphitheatre
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The Mobile Force Reserve
(MFR) consists of four pla-
toons - three rifle pla-toons

and one Armoured Personnel
Carrier platoon.

The vehicle currently in use
within the MFR's APC platoon is
the Tactica, a 4-wheel drive
armoured personnel carrier man-
ufactured in the UK by Glober
Webb, now associated with
Alvis.  Designed for police, inter-
nal security and military uses, the
Tacticas are used for patrolling
and also for crowd control tasks.

Here in UNFICYP, Argen-tin-

ian personnel make up the APC
platoon and have nine Tacticas
under their control, with which
they regularly patrol the length of
the buffer zone.

The unit has a high level of
mobility and ballistic protection.
It can resist impacts of 7.62 (lat-
eral 90 degrees and hori-zontal
50 degrees). The wind-screens
are made of 5cm clear
armour/protection of silicate and
6mm anti-sliver policarbonate.
This also gives protection against
fire or petrol bombs. The wheels
have the "run flat" system which

consist of a solid "o" ring inside
the tyre, allowing the vehicle to
run for 20k after a direct impact.
The chassis floor can resist the
explosion of two hands grenades
per m2.

With a Mercedes Benz diesel
engine (MB 366A), the vehicle
can transport the driver, platoon/
sector commander and eight
riflemen in the rear.  It is air-con-
ditioned and also has a ventila-
tion system installed in case of
smoke inside the vehicle.

Among its main specifica-
tions, the Tactica has an empty
weight of 6,500 kg and combat
weight of 10,000kg.  It can reach
a maximum speed of 120km/h.
Its fuel capacity is 167lts, giving
it a maximum road range of
650km. It can reach a vertical
obstacle of 0.3 m, a gradient 60%
and side slope at 30%.

In addition to the roles
already mentioned, the Tactica
can be used as an ambulance
with provision for two stretchers
in the rear compartment.  This is
a very useful feature when it may
be necessary to evacuate casual-
ties in an operational situation.

The Tacticas, a British-made
vehicle adopted by the Argen-
tinian Army, arrived on the island
in 1997.  Since then they have
been on duty, providing the MFR
and other UNFICYP units with
the ability to carry out their mis-
sion successfully.
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They are excellent horsemen, but now they've
exchanged their horses for boards and sails.
They used to ride over the immense and silent

pampas, but now they ride the waves over the
blue, inviting Mediterranean.

No, they haven't changed their traditions;
they're just enjoying the warm hospitality of
Dhekelia Garrison (UNRRATT).

Although, they are novices at the art of water
sports, they are quickly improving due to the skill
and patience of the UNRRATT instructors.

All Argentinian soldiers from the Mobile
Force Reserve who have visited Dhekelia
Garrison (including myself) are very grateful for

this invaluable experience.
In return for their hospitality, we invited the

water sports instructors to taste our particular
flavour of Argentinian "Mate" (a herbal drink)
and "Asado" (a barbecue).

The gauchos, ready for action

��������-������1
By Capt Alberto Reyes
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2/Lt Juan Ferrero
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Did you know that there are three basic ele-
ments to any crime, namely:

. the Victim,

. the Opportunity, and

. the Criminal.
If you remove any one of these three ele-

ments, then the crime cannot be committed. It
goes without saying, therefore, that the most
common reason criminals strike is because we
have supplied them with the opportunity.

Don’t forget that criminals do not always
go out each day looking for crime: sometimes
they just happen to come upon it. Take, for
example, when you go down to the beach and,
after relaxing for some time in the beautiful
sun, you decide to go and have a dip in the
sea. Where do you leave your beach bag con-
taining your purse or wallet or other property?
More than likely than not, under your sun bed.

To steal this property couldn’t be easier.
You have supplied the perfect opportunity for
the criminal to commit the offence. It was
easy for him, it takes him seconds and it’s
likely that nobody will witness a thing. You
then become a victim of crime, your wallet
contained your ID cards, driving licence,
credit cards, money.  So now you’ve got to
start contacting all these agencies to replace or
stop the necessary plastic. To make matters

worse, your bag could
have contained your car
keys, so now, to add
insult to injury, you are
also walking.

I think we all get the
picture.  Do not let this
happen to you. Always
take the minimum
required when going to
the beach, and always
lock your valuable prop-
erty in the boot of your

car out of sight when
parking and securing
your vehicle.
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In mid April, the Force Military Police ran a
week of Cycle Safety Training for the children
of UNFICYP personnel.  The training was also

open to local embassy families.   Children from a
total of eight countries participated.

The training took place in the UNPA Nicosia.
It began with all important theory on the do's and
don'ts of road craft, and progressed to practical
lessons in how to ride a bicycle safely and legally
on the public road.

Chief Instructor, Sgt Nigel King, and his wife,
Sgt Jayne King, are both British MPs who have
been trained to British Road Safety standards and
have a wealth of experience in teaching road craft
to youngsters.  “I found this week particularly
stimulating,” said Nigel.  “The children have all
been so keen to learn from us and each other.
Having kids from so many nations working togeth-
er has given us a lot of pleasure and satis-faction,
and it is a real advert for UN cooperation!”

The course ended with a theory exam, similar
to the one required for most driving tests, and a

practical test where children were required to
demonstrate that they could ride safely whilst cor-
rectly acknowledging road traffic signs.

Each child who passed the course was awarded
with a certificate and medal presented by the
Force Provost Marshal, Major Richard Moore.
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Sgt Shaun Turner, Cpl Steve Banks, LCpl Kurt Webster and
Pvt Nathan Bate were amongst the 20 Staffords assisting the

pilgrims at 6 am

Vera and her “guardian angels” Joe and Pauline

By Maj Paul Kolken
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By Nurten Celik

Danish Nurten (second from left)
with four of her schoolfriends
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Ground crew and mast
climbers - a balanced team

First put up
the safety

signs, then
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When Irish (and other) eyes are smiling....

By Sgt Cora Whelan

By LCpl  Paul Mather
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By Lt Andy Thornton
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